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Foreword
When I was first asked to write a book about the Gloranthan West, I jumped at the chance. This has long been one 

of the most fascinating areas of Glorantha for me, possessing as it does a wonderful mixture of the familiar and the 
strange. I have especially enjoyed writing the sections on the saints and the gazetteer, which I hope convey that same 
sense of excitement that I first got from reading Greg’s writings on the region. That, at least, is what this book aims to 
do.

That’s why I’m so delighted with the artwork for this book. As I write this, I haven’t yet seen the fully completed 
layout, but I have seen Jon Hodgson’s magnificent cover artwork, and many of the superb pictures by Peter Town that 
will grace the interior. This artwork, with its obvious links to our own past, yet its clear differences (look – there’s a 
female knight!) brings the world alive for me, and, from everything I’ve seen so far, beautifully conveys my vision of 
what the Gloranthan West should look like. What, in fact, the Gloranthan West is all about, and what drew me to it in 
the first place.

In addition to Greg Stafford, as the original creator of this setting, and the source of much of its information, I would 
also like to extend thanks to Nick Brooke, whose writings on the West encouraged me to take up the baton, and Frank 
Rafaelson, whose early vision of Loskalm in particular, proved invaluable when writing this book. Elements of work by 
both writers have found their way into the present volume. And, of course, I have to thank Newt Newport for providing 
the opportunity to at last get this out into the public arena – I know it has been a lot of work for him, and proved very 
difficult at times, and I am eternally grateful for his continued good humour and dedication to the task.

Before I finish, let’s take a quick look at what this book contains:

 
Part 1 Heroes of Malkion

The overview is all about the West taken as a whole. The West of Glorantha is not, let’s remember, a single culture, 1.	
but rather a collection of two or three major cultures and a bunch of smaller ones. They have a lot in common, but 
several differences, too - Loskalm and Seshnela differ more from each other than, say, medieval England differed 
from medieval France. Thus, this is inevitably a broad and sweeping overview of the region.

The next chapter deals with the mythology of Malkionism (although, of course, the different sects do disagree on 2.	
rather a lot), much of it written by Greg, but also with plenty of elaboration from myself.

The final chapter of part 1 is the cults. Because we didn’t want this book to consist of a huge list of cults, some of 3.	
the elaboration on this from earlier drafts of the work will instead be appearing elsewhere, but hopefully there’s 
enough here to fill it out and make it playable.

Part 2 Wizard Knights
Part 2 deals specifically with the Kingdom of Loskalm. The initial chapter covers the Kingdom itself, and the more 1.	
mundane aspects of its culture, and is, perhaps, the part that has changed least since 2000.

The second chapter of part 2 describes the Loskalmi religion. The focus here is more on how to make this useful to 2.	
player characters, rather than many of the details of the theology and myth (some of which are, in any event, in part 
1). But it does explain in some detail how Idealism actually works.

The gazetteer is the largest section, and covers all the major cities of the kingdom, and a host of other locations 3.	
important for religious, military, or magical reasons, as well as major geographic features.

This short chapter deals with commonly encountered NPCs, from travelling knights to troubadours.4.	

Finally, Haut Ussle is a typical community, intended to be used either as is, or as the basis for creating your own 5.	
Loskalmi communities. In this respect, it is much like the clan write-ups one often sees for the Heortlings.

It’s been a long road getting from there to here, but at last it’s done. I hope that you find much of my vision of this 
magical kingdom matches what you need in your own games, and, perhaps, that this book will encourage more people 
to explore this part of the world. Enjoy!

Jamie Revell, April 2011
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Editors/Publisher’s foreword
What you hold in your hands is the culmination of over ten years of hard work on Jamie’s part. While it may not be 

entirely canonical and some details may get contradicted by the upcoming official “Guide to Glorantha”, it’s a vision of 
the Gloranthan West that will appeal to many. A realm of Knights and Wizards, straight out of medieval history, blended 
with a good dose of Gloranthan weirdness.

I feel immensely proud and honoured to have worked on bringing his work into print. Its at time been difficult both 
physically, the original documents before layout was a daunting 200+ pages, and emotionally, long did I wrestle my 
inner critic who argued intensely that I wasn’t doing Jamie’s Magnum Opus justice and that no one would care anyway. 
All the people who pestered me about release date proved that last point wrong 

My thanks goes to

Peter Town. For singlehandedly egging me on during periods where I just wanted to give up, and producing some 
truly inspirational pieces. It is you sir that has put the JOY in this book 

Jon Hodgson. For his amazing evocative cover (this is my idealised Knight of Loskalm) done with such good 
humour. 

Nick Davison & Ben Monroe. For proofing & checking the BIG BOOK of Glorious Joy.

Jeff Richard of Moon Design Publishing, for taking the route of bravery and allowing this alternative vision of the 
West to be published. A lesser man would have just said ‘no’ and let all of Jamie’s hard work go unpublished. You have 
wisely avoided a route that is far too prevalent in the so called ‘RPG industry’ and allowed myself and others to enjoy 
it. 

And last but not least….

Jamie Revell, for writing this inspirational work. It has already which spawned a short campaign for me and my home 
group (which will be published in the future as Gloranthan Adventures: Lords of the North West) .Thank you for bearing 
with me as I brought this project to fruition. For this you truly deserve the title of GLORIOUS Hero of Glorantha.

My last words before you start on your journey through the Gloranthan West to the Kingdom of Wizard-Knights, 
Loskalm.

Remember its all about the Swords 
(be they physical or spiritual)

SWORDS FOR MALKION!

;O) Newt
April 2011
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Malkion is a common name for the Invisible God, the 
only one True God worthy of worship. As His name 
implies, the Invisible God cannot be sensed directly, 
nor does He normally intervene directly into the 
world. As a result of this apparent distance, many 
Churches have different interpretations of how to 
worship Him correctly. Some of these Churches, 
such as the Rokari, are restrictive, while others, such 
as the Loskalmi, allow much more freedom to their 
worshippers. Not all Churches are even necessarily 
strictly monotheist, and some are surprisingly 
tolerant of pagans.

The powerful and vibrant Western civilizations 
are lands of proud people led by courageous 
knights, holy men and accomplished wizards who 
struggle against savages, corrupt gods, evil spirits, 
fell beasts, and wicked sorcerers. This book explores 
those Malkioni cultures of Western Glorantha. 

One Truth
There is no God but the Invisible God. All understanding 
of the western peoples must start with that simple 
belief. Other peoples may worship many gods and gain 
degenerate magic from these beings, but the entities 
they follow are imposters, not worthy of true worship. 
The Invisible God is the One Mind, the Supreme Being, the 
Creator of all that exists in heaven, the underworld, and 
earth. He is not bounded as the false gods are, associated 
with some particular fragment of creation such as the 
storm or the sun. He is the god of Everything.

The One God set the world in motion, created humans, 
and sent the prophet Malkion to humanity that they might 
understand His plan for His creation. But many wicked 
and foolish people refused to heed his message, and 
so first exiled the prophet, and then tore him asunder. 
Through this act of supreme redemptive sacrifice, the 
prophet opened the way for all subsequent humans to 
enter the eternal blessed realm of Solace when they die. 
To enter Solace, all that is required is to live a perfect life 
in harmony with the prophet’s teachings. 

But many people found that their words of the prophet 
were different from their neighbors’, or perhaps they 
interpreted them differently. The unity of elder days was 
no longer present. Furthermore, the perfection in this 
world was beyond their grasp, and different methods 
were sought or discovered to reobtain it. Some say that 
God then sent a second prophet, Hrestol, who showed 

a complementary path that still allowed frail mortals to 
glimpse the reality of their creator. Others say that the 
prophet Rokar was sent, in part to correct the errors of 
Hrestol. Many other, smaller religions have their own 
prophets. 

Yet, some things still unite everyone. All of those 
people who acknowledge the words of Malkion are 
known as ‘Malkioni’. They are a diverse and varied people, 
but almost all hold certain core beliefs to be true. They 
agree that no being other than the Invisible God is worthy 
of worship. They agree that wizardry is the true magic, 
and all other forms are pale and degenerate shadows of 
that truth. They agree that the proper form of worship 
is veneration, and not deluded ecstatic practices nor the 
making of sacrificial offerings. 

From these beliefs, all else in the West flows.

A Faith Divided 
The Malkioni were last united in the days of the 
Danmalastan empire, which ended thousands of years ago. 
More recently, for several centuries under the Middle Sea 
Empire (only five centuries gone) nearly all the peoples of 
the West were united under one ruler and one doctrine. 
Now many nations and many doctrines vie for supremacy, 
each convinced that they bear the true interpretation of 
Malkion’s words and hold the true destiny of the world in 
their hands. 

Seshnela is the largest and most powerful kingdom 
in the south, and getting stronger. The Rokari Church 
oversees the essences of the people who follow their 
founder’s cry, ‘One God, One Church, One King!’ Resisting 
them are the knights of the nearby Castle Coast who 
see Hrestol as a prophet; and the Doge of Nolos and the 
cities of the maritime Quinpolic League, with a different 
prophet and the Navigationalist Church. 

Danger lies all around. North are sorcerous Arolanit and 
the troll kingdom of Guhan. East are the belligerent city-
states of Safelster and the elf-woods of Erontree. West 
are Kanthor’s Isles, populated by monsters.

Inland from Seshnela lies the fertile land of Safelster, 
where rich cities cluster about an inland sea. Here dozens 
of rival sects contend for the minds and souls of the 
populace. Each city is the center of its own small nation, 
contending for dominance against all the others. This is 
a land of Machiavellian politics and constantly shifting 
alliances, where anyone who wishes to rise to prominence 
must always keep their wits about them.

To the north, past the elven forests of Erontree, we 
come to joyful Loskalm, where any man may become king. 

Chapter 1. An introduction to the West

There Is No God But the Invisible God
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Here all are born equal, and all have the chance to better 
themselves, experiencing each social class in turn. East 
of Loskalm lie the windswept plains and dark forests of 
Jonatela, where tall castles brood over a toiling populace. 
Here, each rival bishop and lord interprets doctrine as it 
best suits them, while a weak central authority strives to 
bring order to the realm. The peasants are downtrodden 
and oppressed, working only humble magic.

And, finally, to the north of Jonatela, we come to the 
valley of the mighty Janube river, beyond which lie only 
wild heathens and empty wilderness. Many tiny city-states 
dot the valley, where Loskalmi and Jonating missionaries 
must contend for the hearts and minds of the populace. 
Yet many people here still cling to older ways, and all fear 
the unstoppable rise of the deadly Kingdom of War, a living 
cancer that seeks to destroy and consume everything in 
its path. 

These then, are the human peoples of the West, the 
many disparate paths of Malkionism. As the Hero Wars 
approach, each will struggle to maintain the purity of its 
own vision, against each other and against foreign and 
inhuman threats both known and, as yet unknown. This is 
truly a time for heroes.

The Gloranthan West
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Social Structure
In ancient times, when the world was still young, the 
prophet Malkion established the rules by which society 
should operate. He divided men into four classes, and 
decreed that each class should have its own special 
function. In that flawless and harmonious time, his simple 
rules worked perfectly and could deal with all possible 
needs of society. Since the Dawn, however, people have 
had to make adjustments to align these rules with the 
imperfect world in which they now live. Different cultures 
have adopted varying interpretations and revisions 
of Malkion’s original class system, and these are one 
of the deepest causes of division between rival sects. 
Nonetheless, the basic ideal of the four classes remains at 
the root of all Malkioni societies.

In most sects, membership of the classes is determined 
by heredity. Once again, the exact interpretation of this 
rule varies from place to place, but in general, every child 
belongs to the class of his father. Some sects permit 
movement between the classes, generally by an adoption 
mechanism, but this is the exception rather than the rule.

Class or Caste?
The earliest Malkioni had a strict social structure, with 

all men being born into the caste of their fathers, and 
having no opportunity for social mobility. This structure 

remains today among the Brithini, and has been adopted 
by some of the more fundamentalist Malkioni sects, such 
as the Rokari. In this type of society, the four groups of 
Commoners, Knights, Wizards, and Nobles are referred to 
as ‘castes’, and are always rigidly defined. However, ever 
since the time of Hrestol, at the beginning of the Dawn 
Age, some Malkioni have developed social systems with 
greater opportunity for mobility. Although the details 
vary, all of these cultures use the more general term of 
‘class’ to describe their social levels.

Because of the great variety of sects and cultures 
throughout the West, this book uses the broader term 
‘class’ when it has to refer to the social levels in general. 
However, specific sects, such as the Rokari, are described 
as having ‘castes’, since, for them, this is a more accurate 
and evocative terminology.

Commoners
The largest class, the commoners, account for around 
nine tenths of the male population in most Malkioni 
cultures. The commoners do the basic work required to 
keep society operating. In ancient times, they were only 
farmers and laborers, but by the time of the Fourth Action, 
the class had diversified to include craftsmen, as well. 

Commoners are generally restricted in their rights. They 
may be denied the right to own weapons, to handle gold, 
or to own horses, and they may be regulated as to what 

Chapter 2. Keeping the Faith


